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Forests have been subjected to extensive land-use changes driven by urban
expansion, the growth of tourism activities, increasing land values, and
weaknesses in management and monitoring systems. The aim of this article is
to examine the impacts of land-use change in the Hyrcanian forests on
ecosystem services and the well-being of local communities, while highlighting
the need for reform in natural resource governance. Drawing upon national and
international scientific studies and findings, the article analyzes the drivers of
land-use change, its effects on provisioning, regulating, supporting, and cultural
ecosystem services, and the economic, social, and cultural consequences
resulting from the decline of these services.

The findings indicate that forest land-use change has reduced carbon storage
capacity, increased soil erosion, intensified flood risks, degraded water quality,
and diminished biodiversity. Furthermore, the loss of ecosystem services has
had direct consequences for livelihood security, social capital, cultural identity,
and the overall quality of life of local communities. The results also reveal that
weak institutional coordination, gaps between legislation and its enforcement,
and the limited participation of local communities in decision-making processes
are among the key factors contributing to the continuation of this trend.
Accordingly, strengthening participatory governance, promoting sustainable
livelihoods, expanding extension and educational programs, and enhancing the
role of local communities in natural resource management are identified as
essential strategies for conserving the Hyrcanian forests and safeguarding the
well-being of future generations.
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