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Article information Abstract

Keywords: Contemporary environmental crises, including climate change, natural resource
Social ecology, Sustainable degradation, biodiversity loss, water, soil, and air pollution, unsustainable resource
development, Environmental exploitation, and ecosystem degradation, are not merely natural or global
sociology; Environmental phenomena. Rather, they demonstrate that explaining and managing these
governance; New ecological challenges cannot rely solely on the natural sciences and technical solutions. In this
paradigm (NEP); context, environmental sociology, as an emerging field within the social sciences,
Environmental justice. plays a significant role in examining the reciprocal relationship between society and

the environment and explaining the social, cultural, economic, and political
dimensions of environmental problems. This study aims to provide an analytical
review of the evolution of environmental sociological thought and to examine the
perspectives of leading scholars from classical foundations to contemporary
theoretical approaches. The research adopts a review—analytical methodology based
on the systematic examination and critical analysis of authoritative academic
sources. Accordingly, the contributions of major thinkers are analyzed regarding
their conceptualization of the human—nature relationship, theoretical foundations,
similarities, differences, and roles in shaping environmental sociology. The findings
indicate that the field has evolved from predominantly anthropocentric perspectives
toward ecocentric approaches, providing a comprehensive framework for
understanding the social origins of environmental crises. Furthermore,
environmental challenges arise less from the inherent limitations of nature than from
the interaction of social structures, development paradigms, economic systems,
cultural values, governance arrangements, and human behavior. Consequently,
achieving sustainable development requires integrating ecological knowledge with
Maryam Tabatabaei Mavahebi sociological analysis, strengthening public participation, transforming production
(Corresponding author) and consumption patterns, and establishing effective environmental governance for
Email: marytbm61@gmail.com . .
present and future generations worldwide.
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